
MINUTES: SPLD Test Evaluation Committee (STEC)    
 
Date and time  Wednesday 6th February 2008 at 1.15 pm 
 
Place    7 Woburn Walk, London WC1H OJJ 
 
Present Sandra Hargreaves, David McLoughlin (DM) (Chair),Janet Kruger (JK), 
Geraldine Price (GAP), Janet Skinner (JS) 

 
Apologies   Chris Singleton (CS) 
 

The committee welcomed Sandra Hargreaves as a new member. 

1. Minutes of previous meeting  
The minutes were agreed as a true record of the previous meeting. 
 

2. Matters arising 
DM informed the committee that he had sent information about the practising 
certificate and appropriate tests to the British Psychological Corporation but he has 
not had any response. 

 
GAP confirmed that a discussion of assessment for dyspraxia has been put on the 
agenda for the next SASC (National Committee for Standards in SpLD Assessment 
Training and Practice) meeting on 25th February 2008.  
 

3. Feedback from SASC committee meeting (GAP) 
GAP reported that when the DFES Report was published the Association of 
Educational Psychologists (AEP) expressed concern that they were not consulted 
although they had been asked to join the original committee.  Members of the AEP 
have had reports rejected for DSA purposes because they do not have the practising 
certificate number.  The British Psychologist Society (BPS) was also concerned about 
the issue of practising certificates. 

 
The BPS expressed concern about the wording of the Higher Education Guide for 
Disabled Students’ Allowance ‘Bridging the Gap’ which was considered ambiguous 
and caused confusion among BPS members.  After discussion, a new form of 
wording was agreed for the 2008/9 edition.  

 
Local authorities to accept diagnostic reports from psychologists and specialist 
teachers.  Psychologists must be chartered and hold a current Practising 
Certificate.  Specialist Teachers must hold a current Practising Certificate in 
assessing specific learning difficulties.  These certificates must be issued by 
their relevant professional associations.  For example, the British 
Psychological Society or the Professional Association of Teachers of Students 
with Specific Learning Difficulties (PATOSS) or Dyslexia Action. 

 
The following statement was passed to the DIUS: 

Local authorities to accept diagnostic reports from pscyhologists and specialist 
teachers. Specialist Teachers must hold a current Practising Certificate in 



assessing specific learning difficulties issued by their relevant professional 
associations.  For example, (PATOSS) the Professional Association of Teachers 
of Students with Specific Learning Difficulties or Dyslexia Action. Psychologists 
must hold a current practising certificate issued by their relevant professional 
association, for example, the British Psychological Association. 
 

It was agreed that SASC will ask a member of AEP if they would like to join the 
committee. 

 
The committee were reminded that the DIUS grant of £20 000 was for set up costs 
only and did not cover continuing annual costs projected at £15 404.  Ongoing costs 
would need to be met from income.  SASC will need to be incorporated in order to 
generate income.    Members of SASC will be directors of the company. The first 
instalment was paid to Patoss as SASC revolving chair in order to start the 
incorporation process. 
 
Geraldine Price will be standing down from the committee but Julia Kender, 
University of Southampton, will be joining the committee in her place.  
 

4. New group members 
STEC is a standing sub-committee of STEC, recognised by DIUS and members would 
not be required to be directors of the company. It was agreed that STEC members 
would be associated members of SASC rather than directors. 
 
It was agreed that a short report from STEC should be submitted regularly to SASC.  
After discussion, it was decided that it would be beneficial if there was a continued 
representation from STEC and that Julia Kender, as Geraldine Price’s replacement on 
SASC, should be asked to join STEC.  
 
There was a discussion about membership and it was agreed that the committee 
needed more educational psychologists. 
 
Action 1: GAP to contact Julia Kender to ask if she would consent to be part of 
STEC. 
Action 2: DM to contact AEP to ask if any EP specialised in assessing adults would 
like to be a representative on STEC. 
Action 3: DM to contact other appropriate psychologists to find out if they would be 
interested in joining STEC.  
Action 4: GAP to contact Patoss about an alternative venue for the STEC meetings. 
 

5. Format of test list (JK) 
JK informed the committee that some suppliers had complained that they were not 
included on the publishers’ lists.  It was decided that from the next revision of the 
test lists that the list of publishers and suppliers should be included at the end. 
 

6. DASH   (JK) 
The committee looked at the Detailed Assessment of Handwriting (DASH) but 
decided that this was not suitable for testing at HE level as the ceiling was 16.11 
years. 



 
7. Any other business 

GAP asked the group if they had had any experience of assessing an elective mute 
and what  access arrangements would be suggested as appropriate. The group had 
no experience and could give no guidance or advice at this time. 
 

8. Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 23rd July 2008 at 1.30 p.m. 
 
 
 

 


